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Clark County Council September 3, 2019
P.O. Box 5000 FOR THE PUBLIC RECORD

Vancouver, Washington 98666
Re: Court of Appeals and Hearing Board Remand and Invalidity

According to Growth Management Act mandates in RCW 36.70A.050, RCW 36.70A.060, RCW 36.70A.070, WAC
365.190.050 and WAC 365.190.060, WAC365.196.815, and other pertinent Washington state law, Clark County has
proven that they are not compliant to these laws in the 2016 Comprehensive Plan. The Westerm Washington Growth
Management Hearing Board and the Washington Court of Appeals, Division If have determined that Clark County must
go back and do an area wide re-evaluation of agricultural lands to assure these lands are in the correct resource
designation. When the GMA says area wide it is all inclusive throughout the county, and what is done in one area must
be done in another, across the county.

WAC 365.190.050 (1) states: “In classifying and designating agriculfural resource lands, counties must approach the
effort as a county-wide or area-wide process. Counties and cifies should not review resource lands designations
solely on a parcel-by-parcel process.” In the review, other parameters are to be included to assure compliance. If an
area has been incorectly designated, the county must make comrections. When those corrections are made, other
corrections will need to be made to those lands, to assure whatever designation is applied is correct.

Clark County Citizens United, Inc. is submitting 14 maps of resource and rural areas for your review. The NRCS Soil
Survey of Clark County states on Page 8 that Cinebar soils are among the highest producing timber soils in Clark
County. On page 48 of the manual it states “Class lll sails have severe limitations that reduce the choice of plants,
require special conservation practices or both. That is why Clark County only determined Class | and il Prime and
Good soils in their 1979 Comprehensive Plan for resource land designations.

Map 1 and 2 show what Clark County claims are the soil capabilities for forest and agricuiture use. But you will note
that both ag and forest are in the same location. There is a very big difference in those soils for the product to be
raised. Those plants don't do well in the wrong soil. ~ Maps 3, 4, and 5 show where Agriculture Class | and || are
located, and as you can see there is not nearly as much as what Clark County claims to be, on theirmap.  Maps 6
and 7 show exactly where Prime class | Hillsboro Loam and its subsets, are located. It is very clear from these maps,
that there is very little of that soil in Clark County. Maps 8 and 9 show exactly where class | Cinebar Loam and its
subsets are located. Itis very clear from these maps, that there is very little of that soil in Clark County, also. Couple
those locations and steep slopes, and very little, if any can be used for the resource they are best suited for.  Maps
10 and 11 are a copy of the old aerial photography that Clark County used in 1994 to determine resource land, when
staff looked at these photos and current use taxation and called lands agriculture and forest. If it had a field, it was
agriculture. If it had trees, it was forest. They claimed the use of the NRCS soils manual, but they didn't. You can
see the white tape to indicate particular lands to lock up into these resources.  Map 12 is a reality parcel map that
shows all of the very many small acreage lots throughout all of Clark County. When lands were down-zoned in 1994,
90% of these parcels were deemed non-conforming and many of them that were legally created, are now being deemed
illegal. Maps 13 and 14 show how the planning staff used the Vacant Buildable Lands Analysis to determine particular
lands outside the urban and urban growth areas. Staff adamantly claims they did not use a VBLM for rural areas,
because the court said they couldn't. But, clearly in this map one can see that they did.

The county has a lot of work to do and Clark County Citizens United, Inc. looks forward to Clark County finally getting
it right, and right the wrong that has been festering over the landowners for over 25 years.
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Sincerely, \C /JZI‘/L(('{\;//‘} l /(‘5'-:?/7‘&3""2:""

Carol Levanen, Exec. Secretary:
Clark County Citizens United, Inc.
P.O. Box 2188

Battle Ground, Washington 98604
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Clark County, Washington

Agricultural Soi1ls**
Capacity Classes 1 and 2
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Clark Cdunty, Washington

Cinebar Soil Series* and Slope 25% or More
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Clark County, Washington
|  Cinebar Soil Series and Slope 25% or More
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