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Instructions for authors 

Thank you for choosing to submit your paper to us. These instructions will ensure we have everything 
required so your paper can move through peer review, production and publication smoothly. Please 
take the time to read them and follow the instructions as closely as possible. 

Should you have any queries, please visit our Author Services website or contact us at 
authorqueries@tandf.co.uk. 

This journal uses ScholarOne Manuscripts (previously Manuscript Central) to peer review manuscript 
submissions. Please read the guide for ScholarOne authors before making a submission. Complete 
guidelines for preparing and submitting your manuscript to this journal are provided below. 

For a detailed author’s style and usage guide to preparing manuscripts for JAPA, visit   
http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/authors/style/rjpa-guidelines.pdf.

The  Journal of the American Planning Association  ( JAPA ) publishes research and analysis useful 
to planners, policymakers, scholars, students, and citizens of urban, suburban, and rural areas. It 
aspires to bring insight to planning the future, to air a variety of perspectives, to publish only the 
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highest quality research, and to engage readers.  JAPA prefers vivid and direct writing in the active 
voice. We particularly seek timely papers that offer significant research news.

JAPA  is interested in manuscripts that examine historical or contemporary planning experience, 
broadly defined, in domestic or global contexts, and that do at least one of the following:

·  contribute to the theoretical and conceptual foundation of planning;

·  improve the link between planning and successful policy implementation;

·  advance the methods used in planning practice and planning research;

·  explain empirical relationships important to planning;

·  interpret noteworthy physical, economic, and social phenomena that have spatial dimensions; or

·  analyze significant consequences of planning approaches, processes, and contexts.

Manuscript Submission and Review

JAPA  publishes only original material. Manuscripts submitted for review must differ substantially 
from other published work by the same author or authors. Authors must disclose all related work, 
including professional reports and studies and online publications, whether already published or in 
preparation, at the time of submission. Simultaneous submission of a manuscript to other publications 
is unacceptable. Submission to JAPA  implies the author’s commitment to publish in that 
outlet. Please note that  JAPA  uses  CrossCheck™ software to screen papers for unoriginal material. 
By submitting a manuscript to  JAPA , the author(s) agree to any necessary originality checks during 
the peer review and 
production processes.

JAPA uses ScholarOne Manuscripts (previously Manuscript Central) to track and manage manuscript 
submissions for peer review. Please read the  guide for ScholarOne 
authors ( http://journalauthors.tandf.co.uk/submission/ScholarOne.asp) for general instructions on 
beginning/continuing a manuscript submission and 
uploading documents before making a submission. All submissions should be made online via the 
Author Center at the  JAPA  ScholarOne Manuscripts site: http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/rjpa. New 
users should first create an account. Online user guides and access to a helpdesk are available on this 
website.

Manuscript Preparation and Requirements

Ordinarily, manuscripts should not exceed 6,000 words of main text, excluding abstract, tables, 
figures, notes, and references. Only papers with clear potential for publication in  JAPA  will be peer 
reviewed. The editor asks reviewers to judge papers based on contributions to  JAPA ’s mission as 
described above; we ask reviewers to evaluate the accuracy, quality of logic, writing, and research 
methods as well as appeal to potential readers. The editor has final authority in all editorial decisions.

Reviewer suggestions: Authors are invited to suggest names of preferred reviewers (not from their 
own institution). The editor does not guarantee that suggested reviewers will be contacted to review 
the manuscript.
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Manuscript: Authors should prepare and upload two versions of their manuscript. One should be a 
complete text with author and funding information, abstract, and figures/tables; the second document 
should have all identifying information (including in-text and bibliographic references by authors and 
funding information) redacted to allow for blinded peer review. All figures and tables should be 
placed at the end of the document (rather than embedded within the body of the manuscript). When 
uploading files to ScholarOne, authors should designate the complete manuscript as “file not for 
review,” and the redacted manuscript as “main document.”

Abstract: The first page of each document must include, using no more than 300 words, a summary 
of the manuscript with four subheaders: Problem, Research Strategy, and Findings; Takeaway for 
Practice (how these findings are relevant to and important for planning practice); up to five 
Keywords; and About the Author(s) information. Search engine optimization (SEO) is a means of 
making your article more visible to anyone who might be looking for it. Please consult 
http://journalauthors.tandf.co.uk/preparation/writing.asp for further guidance.

Tables and figures: In the text, indicate the appropriate location of each table and figure on a 
separate line, after the paragraph where it first appears. Use the form: [Figure 1 about here]. Place 
tables in numerical order at the end of the paper, followed by figures, with each table and figure on a 
separate page, each with complete title and notes. Do not embed tables in the text. Supply only tables 
that can be edited in MSWord or Excel. Aim to keep the overall size of the manuscript 
file under 2 MB.

It is the author’s responsibility to secure permission for reproducing any figure, table, or 
extract from the text of another source. This applies to direct reproduction as well as “derivative 
reproduction” (where you have created a new figure or table which derives substantially from a 
copyrighted source). Use only EPS, TIFF, or JPG formats for image files. Be sure to include only 
images that will reproduce well in black and white. Authors will receive specific guidelines for 
submitting print-quality images if the manuscript is accepted for publication.

Author bio: Authors must also create a separate document providing information on all author(s), 
including full name, employer/affiliation (including department), email address, AICP status, and a 
one-sentence summary on each in a separate file from the manuscript files. When uploading this file, 
designate it as the “Author Bio” file.

Digital files: Upload only MS Word for PC files formatted to eliminate any special coding such as 
that created by reference citation software or mathematical equations. PDF file submissions will not 
be accepted.

Type and spacing: Use 12-point Times New Roman type. Double-space all copy except for tables 
and figures. Left justify the main text and indent first lines of paragraphs rather than spacing between 
them.

Notes: Use notes sparingly and keep them brief. Provide notes as a numbered list at the end of the 
text, not as footnotes on each page.

Citations and references: Format all citations and corresponding entries in the list of references 
according to the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, Sixth Edition 
(American Psychological Association, 2009), including both volume AND issue number for all 
periodicals as well 
as DOIs (digital object identifiers) for all articles. 
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The Editorial Office reserves the right to reject a manuscript if it fails to follow any or all of the 
procedural and format requirements described here; the manuscript will not enter the review process 
until all deficiencies are addressed. Authors will then have to formally resubmit their revised 
manuscripts as a new submission; the Editorial Office will not keep the deficient submission in the 
system.

Copyright: If JAPA publishes a manuscript, the author(s) will be asked to sign a form transferring 
copyright to the American Planning Association (APA). Signing that form will give the author and 
APA specific rights of use and reproduction. For more information, please see 
http://journalauthors.tandf.co.uk/preparation/copyright.asp.

Please contact the JAPA Editorial Office for questions about submission, peer review, manuscript 
preparation, or copyright.

Dr. Sandra Rosenbloom, Editor 
Journal of the American Planning Association 
japaeditor@utexas.edu

Michelle Treviño, Managing Editor 
Journal of the American Planning Association 
japame@utexas.edu

Reviews of Books, Films/Videos, or CDs

Prospective reviewers should contact the review editor. Publishers who would like a product reviewed 
should send copies directly to:

Timothy S. Chapin, Review Editor 
Department of Urban & Regional Planning 
Florida State University 
113 Collegiate Loop 
330 Bellamy Building 
Tallahassee, FL 32306-2280 
tchapin@fsu.edu

Subscriptions: For APA members, send subscription orders and address changes to: American 
Planning Association, 205 North Michigan Avenue, Suite 1200, Chicago, IL 60601-5927; 
subscriptions@apa.org. For all other subscribers, send subscription orders and address changes to 
Taylor & Francis Group LLC, 325 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106 (USA/North America), or 
Taylor & Francis Customer Service, Sheepen Place, Colchester, Essex, C03 3LP, UK(UK/Europe); 
subscriptions@tandf.co.uk.

Advertising: For space or rate information, contact Marisa Starr at 
marisa.starr@taylorandfrancis.com. 

Book, Film/Video, or CD Reviews: Publishers who would like a product reviewed should send 
copies directly to the review editor at the address shown above.
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Reprint Permissions: Please visit  http://journalauthors.tandf.co.uk/preparation/permission.asp. 
Authors from whom we receive a valid email address will be given an opportunity to purchase 
reprints of individual articles, or copies of the complete print issue. These authors will also be given 
complimentary access to their final article on  Taylor & Francis Online.
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